Make an Animal Mask
There are an increasing number of animals whose homes, food and water supplies are
being taken from them by changing climates and habitats affected by human
intervention. You can read about some of them here and make a mask to show your
support for the ones that you would like to help fight for.

Koala
The Koala, Australia’s most iconic fluffy
marsupial, but it is becoming rarer
because of global warming.
Koalas have a special diet which consists
only of eucalyptus leaves. Increasing
carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere
are decreasing the nutritional value of
these leaves, resulting in Koala
malnutrition and starvation.
Changing weather patterns caused by
climate change are also causing longer
and more frequent droughts which in
turn increase the numbers of bushfires.
These bushfires kill millions of forestdwelling animals like Koalas.
These weather and habitat changes will
force more and more Koalas to descend
from the trees in search of water and
new homes, exposing them to the
dangers of predators and road traffic.
Show your support for these cuddly
creatures by making a Koala Mask like
these
that
at
our
Eco-Schools
participants have made.

Monarch Butterfly
Monarch Butterflies are famous for
their impressive migrations of over
3,000 miles across North America
to reach their southern over
wintering grounds.
Like all butterflies, the Monarch is
very sensitive to weather and
climate. Climate change is altering
weather patterns and causing the
butterfly to lay their eggs at the
wrong time of the year.
Also as the climate continues to
warm, the butterfly’s habitat is
becoming drier and the 3000 mile
migration even tougher.
The monarch caterpillar only eats
one type of plant—milkweed.
Increased Carbon Dioxide levels are
making the plant too toxic for the
monarch caterpillars to eat, causing
many to starve and not turn into
butterflies
One study has shown that the
population of monarch butterflies
had dropped by over 80% in the
last 20 years, with extinction a real
possibility.
Show your support for these
beautiful creatures by making a
beautifully colourful Butterfly Mask.
There is a template on the next
page.

Marine Iguana
The Marine Iguana, also known as
the Sea Iguana, is a species of
Iguana found only on the
Galapagos Islands (Ecuador) that
has the ability, unique among
modern lizards, to forage in the sea,
making it a marine reptile. This
iguana feeds almost exclusively on
algae found in the sea, and large
males dive to find this food.
Warming oceans cause an array of
problems for aquatic and marine
animals like the marine iguana. The
rising ocean temperatures, caused
by climate change, have been killing
the algae on which the iguana feed,
causing many of these lizards to
starve.
Elevating sea and air temperatures
also contribute to these coastal
iguanas’ vulnerable status. Warmer
weather can interfere with their
ability
to
regulate
body
temperature, and it can impact
their beach-nesting and egg
development.
Show your support for these
beautiful creatures by making a
colourful textured Iguana Mask.
There is a template on the next
page.

Honey Bee
Believe it or not, there are over
250 species of bees in the UK
and only one of these is the
honey bee. There are 25
species of bumblebee and the
rest are solitary bees.
All bees are vital for our food
system and are considered to
be the primary pollinators for
crops in the UK, and without
them, our food security is at
risk.
Climate change disrupts the
seasons;
warmer,
wetter
winters and seasons that start
at different times, as the
climate warms. More erratic
weather
and
unreliable
seasons mean that bees find it
harder to nest and feed.
On top of this, bees are
suffering from a loss of habitat
due to intensive farming and
land-use change (including
how
we
manage
our
gardens). We’ve lost 97% of
our wildflower meadows in the
UK, on which bees rely heavily
Show your support for these
beautiful creatures by making a
fluffy Honey Bee Mask. There is
a template on the next page.

Adelie Penguin
The Adélie Penguin, a well-established
resident of Antarctica, is facing tough
times due to climate
change.
The birds are declining on the West
Antarctic Peninsula, which is one of
the most rapidly warming areas on
Earth.
Along the West Antarctic Peninsula
seas have become hotter in the past
40 years and winter air temperatures
have also increased. Of the region’s
674 glaciers, 600 are melting.
The Adélie Penguin’s coastal nesting
grounds are becoming increasingly
unsuitable for chick survival, and the
longer periods of warmer than usual
ocean temperatures is decreasing the
number of fish and krill — food the
penguin relies on to survive.
The extra warmth also means extra
rain, which floods or destroys penguin
nests, drowns eggs, and causes chicks
to literally freeze to death. The result:
nearly every Adélie colony along the
western peninsula is in decline.
Show your support for these beautiful
creatures by making a striking penguin
mask. There is a template on the next
page.
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