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This booklet will help land managers make decisions about how to plant hedgerows
with good results. In particular we offer advice on some of the points to bear in

mind before you start planting, on the practicalities of hedgerow planting, and on

suitable follow-up management
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It is important to have clear objectives in
mind before planting a new hedgerow: Being
clear on the reasons for plariting will make
it much easler to make the right choice

of species and to decide on the planting
spacing and aftercare of the new hedgerow.

Q 2. What is the best location for a new
hedgerow?

New hedgerows are usually best planted
where they complement or fill the gaps in
any existing hedgerow network, help to re-
create former historical hedgerow patterns,
or join up other woody and scrub habitats
They can also be planted to screen eyesores
or to provide windbreaks.

Hedgerows planted across characteristically
open landscapes may have a detrimental
effect not only on the landscape but also on
wildlife For example, breeding birds like the
lapwing that prefer wide open spaces may
become vulnerable to predators such as
foxes and crows conceated by hedgerows.
Planting hedgerows alongside public rights
of way needs careful thought It might be
beneficial to users through adding interest
and marking the route, or it could obstruct
the view and create a management burden

Q 3. What time of year is best to planta
new hedgerow?

Bare-root stock can be planted between
the end of October and the end of March.
Gerierally, it's best to plant early in the
seasor, before January, to allow the plants
more time to establish a netwark of feeder
reots before the onset of spring. However,
if planting into clay soils it may be best to
wait until the beginning of March as heavy
frosts can cause frost heave and expose
roots. Also, there is a risk that roots will

rot in poorly=draining soil if planted early
Never plant during freezing weather or If
the ground is waterlogged. |deally plant an a
still, moist day, ke minimise reot drying and
stress to the plants,

Q 4. What species are best to plant?

The species composition of hedgerows
varies greatly between different parts

of the country, reflecting changes in
climate, altitude and geology as well as
local traditions. A good rule of thumb

is to plant species that already occur in
hedgerows in the area. These are more likely
to thrive in the local climate and soils and
to be in keeping with the character of the
landscape.

Across Wales different styles of hedge-
management have developed over many
years to suit the soil and climate, different
farming practices and type of trees and
shrubs that thrive in eacharea. On the
Welsh borders, for example, where hedges
are designed to contain sheep rather than
strong cattle, a newly-layed hedge is often
packed with dead wood to prevent the
sheep nibbling away at the regenerating
shoots. In parts of North and West

Wales, hedge-lines often take the form of
earth banks or cloddiauwith or without
recognizable hedgerow treesand shrubs
grawing along the top of them

Generally, the more woody species a
hedgerow has, the more valuable it will be
for wildlife, sa it is usually best to plant a
mix of different plants Use species which
are typical for the local area. These will
usually include hawthorn or blackthorn
because of theyr stock-proafing qualities
and hazel in east Wales, One ar more of






berries.

norn teaves and

Hawt

The Long Forest Project

these three species will normally comprise

port

planting mix

Other native shrub species be used ta
oly ones found in

scal

th

ality and known to thrive in the
h
]

climate and soils. These less numerous

shrubs are best intermixed randomly with

the main species, not pl_.arl.'_r-_‘cj in blocks. If

ndscape is characterised by single-

species hedgerows, then you may wish

to use only one such spe IN your new
hedgerow, particularly if you want to reflect

local tradition and heritage

The way you intend to manage your
newly planted hedgerow in the long-
term may influence which species you
plant. Hawthorn, blackthorn and hazel
can withstand regular trimming. M
broadleaved trees
with the exception of beech. Dogwood,

shrubs coppice well,

spindle and guelder-rose are difficult to lay.
Holly and beech grow well in the shade cast
by mature hedgerow trees. Species like ash,
oak and willow can grow very large

You may also wish to enceurage species

of wildlife that have particular habitat
requirements. The Brown Hairstreak, for
example, is an uncommon butterfly that
lays its eggs only on blackthorn, while the
caterpillars of the Brimstone butterfly feed
only an buckthorn and alder buckthorn

Q 5. Where is the best place to source
hedgerow plants?

To reduce the threat of imported pests and
diseases to our native trees and shrubs, it is
important that the stock you purchase has
been raised from seed sourced and grown

solely in the UK for its entire lifespan, The

UK Sourced and Grown Assurance Scheme
(UKSG) is a voluntary initiative for forest
nurseries which guarantee this. Native trees
and shrubs grown from seed which is local
to your area will establish more successfully

as they will be better adapted to local
conditions and have the genetic diversity to
adapt to future climate change. Plants may

be purchased as bare-root, cell-grown or

rown stock

contamer-g

of plant is best?

Ihe cheapest and most easily acquired
plants are those that come with bare roots,
commonly known as ‘whips’ Typically, they
are available in late autumn in three sizes
30-45¢cm, 45-60cm and 60-90cm, 45-

Fibrous root
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If planted out within four days whips can

remain

bagged provided they are kept in a

cool frost- free environment and
watered reqularly. If they are to be stored
for longer periods; they will need to be

‘heeled-

To heel-in, dig a trench to the

h of one spade, cutting one side at a

50-degree angle and casting the spail anto

£

the opposite side. Place whole bundles o
plants tightly against the angled side The
spoil is ther
and lightly firmed in and watered. Plants

cast back over the plant roots
can be stored for several months in this
way. Container or cell-grown stock can also
be kept for several months, as long as the
plants are kept damp and protected from
frost

lake great care of roots before planting,
keeping them covered at all times especially
when sunny or windy. When planting a
mixed hedgerow try and avoid having more
bag open at once. Plant the less

than on

numerous species 'If‘\L one at a time,

randomly spacing them along the hedgerow
Then fill in the gaps with the main species.
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nA
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before planting?
If you can, preparing the ground

thoroughly means new plants are likely to
tablished much easier. Aim to

soil conditions and as little

become
provide goo
competition from other vegetation as you
can. |deally, p
through cultivation, herbicide use, turf
stripping or by building a bank. If using a

=, spray off the exsting vegetation

ant into bare soil achieved

herbicic
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in August or September before planting,
and then if p
stir and cleanse the soil. Planti

> Use a cultivator to

g into an
established sward is feasible, but the new
plants will require more care and the risk of

failure is increased,

Q 9. What method of planting work well?
Where the soil is deep and friable, plants
can simply be slot-planted. This is the
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as mechanical cutters find it hard to work
between trees that are close together, Do
try and keep trees at irregular spacing to
make for a more natural landscape. Take
cues from the local surroundings as to what
is most appropriate.

Q13. How soon after planting is it best to
start cutting the hedgerow?

Light, regular, trimming of the hedgerow in
its early years will encourage dense, bushy
growth and is recommended.

Q 14. Will | need to undertake any further
weed control following planting?

Some weed control may be needed,
especially if thorough ground preparation
before planting was difficult. Any plant
which competes with the hedgerow plants
for nutrients, moisture and light, including
brambles, nettles and grasses, is likely to
reduce growth rates

The most common ways of controlling
weeds are mulches, herbicides and cutting
A mulch is a layer of material laid over the
surface of the ground to suppress weed
growth and retain moisture. Mulches
include straw, composted bark, and
woodchips. Apply them immediately after
planting. Black polythene and other sheet
mulches are also available and can be laid

elther before or after planting. Herbicides
are initially cheaper and easier to apply
than mulches, but over time can prove
more expensive. Although time consuming,
cutting back competitive species such as

brambles and nettles with a hand-held hook

can be effective.

Q15. Will | need to water the new plants?
Watering is usually impractical unless you
invest in an expensive perforated trickle
hose. The need for watering will be reduced
if weeds are controlled both before and
after planting. The use of mulches helps
the soil to retain moisture

Q16. Does it matter how the land next to a
new hedgerow is managed?

A strip of grassland at least 2m wide on
either side of the newly planted hedgerow
will greatly increased its value for wildlife,
particularly if it contains a good range of
herbs and other plants. Grassy margins will
also help to protect the hadgerow

Newly planted hedge with hedge tree
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Gatekeeper butterflies see sunny gateways in hedgerows as an equivalent of a

woodland glade

from sprays and fertilisers. Try and avoid
spreading fertilisers on the margins, and
only use herbicides to spot-control weeds
Ideally, try and manage each margin in two
halves. Cut the half closest to the hedgerow
only once every few years to encourage
tussocky grass, and the other half annually
after mid-July

Q17 Is it possible to plant up gapsin an
existing hedgerow?

Yes, but great care has to be taken to
ensure the new plants are not shaded

out by existing plants. Hard pruning or

even coppicing adjacent shrubs may be
helpful. Inany case, control of competitive
vegetation for the first few years is
essential If using herbicides, take great care
not to damage the existing hedgerow ar any
interesting ground flora. If gaps have

developed due to shading from mature
trees use plants which are shade tolerant

or consider removing the lower branches of
the tree to let more light in

Q18. Is there any grant-aid available for
planting hedgerows?

Funding for hedgerow planting and
fencing is often available through

Welsh Government agri-environment
programmes. Coed Cadw /Weodland Trust
also have a number of ways of supporting
landowners to plant trees through its own
funding schemes, including hedgerows and
hedgerow trees. Get in touch with its
Woadland Creation team for help and
advice with your planting project
(03303335303 or

woodlandtrust.org.uk/enguiry)

acent to hedge provides extra habitat
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Front cover photograph: Newly planted hedge with spiral guards
The contents of this pack can also be downloaded from www.longforest.cymrh

For more help or advice please contact longforest@keepwalestidy.cymru

Keep Wales Tidy working in partnership with The Woodland Trust, with support
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, has developed
the Long Forest Project. Together, we'll be delivering practical action - recruiting
thousands of volunteers to plant 100,000 trees and improve around 120,000m of
hedgerow in Wales,

This booklet series is based on those in an earlier pack produced by Hedgelink UK
and Natural England. We are grateful for their kind permission to reproduce their
material in this updated and revised bi-lingual publication,
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